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overdue awakening to the reality that
we are in strategic competition with
the PRC, that Beijing will not magi-
cally conform itself to the so-called
international community, and that
these challenges demand fast and seri-
ous action from the United States and
from our friends. President Biden and
his new Cabinet must keep working
with Congress to continue building a
whole-of-government, whole-of-econ-
omy approach to checking China.

We need Secretary Austin to keep
focus on modernizing our forces, deter-
ring Chinese threats from the Indo-Pa-
cific to space and cyber space, sus-
taining robust defense spending, and
investing in defense partnerships
across the world.

We need Secretary Yellen to keep fo-
cused on the coercive manipulation the
PRC uses to ensnare the developing
world in its orbit.

We need Secretary Blinken to keep
clarifying the China threat to our al-
lies and European partners, to focus on
contesting their growing influence in
Africa and the Middle East, and to hold
Beijing accountable for its unaccept-
able repression in places like Tibet and
Hong Kong and its hostility toward
Taiwan.

Now, we know China is not the only
great power with whom we need to
hang tough. In concrete policy terms,
the United States just spent 4 years de-
veloping a more clear-eyed approach to
Russia. Rather than chasing naive
“resets’” with the Kremlin or worship-
ping arms control like a religion, we
leaned into military assistance to
Ukraine, serious sanctions, cyber coun-
termeasures against meddling, and
other strong steps.

The Biden administration will find
willing partners on Capitol Hill if it
builds on this process, keeps imposing
real costs on Moscow, pushes back on
expansionism in the eastern Mediterra-
nean, and, importantly, encourages our
allies to join in this effort.

Great power competition is key, but,
of course, it does not exhaust the
threats that we face. In the Middle
East, I know President Biden will face
political pressure from the left to re-
join Obama’s Iran deal, just as Presi-
dent Trump faced pressure from the
right to abandon it.

Had President Obama not tried to
circumvent Congress and pursue a par-
tisan policy, this critical national se-
curity challenge might not have be-
come so polarizing, but that is where
we are.

There is no question that Iran is the
biggest threat the United States and
our partners face in the region. It poses
threats beyond just its pursuit of nu-
clear weapons: sponsoring terrorism,
its sectarian agenda, its work to under-
mine its neighbors’ sovereignty, its de-
velopment of ballistic missiles and le-
thal drones, and its appalling—appall-
ing—record on human rights.

Confronting this multifaceted chal-
lenge will take bipartisanship at home
and solidarity with Israel and our Arab
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partners abroad. Those things need to
exist before making major changes or
racing to rejoin a deal.

And our new President must be ready
to respond to violence with force, as
the Trump administration did when
they removed Soleimani from the bat-
tlefield.

Speaking of the Middle East, I have
consistently and vocally stood up dur-
ing administrations of both parties
against withdrawing our limited forces
in Afghanistan, Iraq, or Syria too rap-
idly or without a smart plan. A super-
majority of the Senate joined me last
Congress in warning against abruptly
abandoning battlefields recklessly on
bad terms.

Finally, all of this important work
will require that we keep our friends
close. The United States needs to be a
partner that neither strains alliances
unnecessarily nor hands out free
passes. President Biden should con-
tinue prodding our partners to honor
their promises, pay their share, and
put real capabilities on the table—and
reemphasize that we have their backs.

One early test for the new adminis-
tration and congressional Democrats
will be the defense budget. If President
Biden and his team are serious about
contesting China, Russia, and these
other threats, they will need to show
it. Without continued, robust invest-
ment in a modern global force pres-
ence, American leadership would be lit-
tle more than hollow rhetoric.

I voted to get President Biden’s top
foreign policy advisers on the job swift-
ly. I hope and expect that our shared
work will lead to frequent, close, and
bipartisan work with the Senate.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The majority whip.

———

IMPEACHMENT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
January 27, marks an anniversary, in a
way, of an event that occurred in this
Chamber 3 weeks ago, an event on Jan-
uary 6, which some of us will never for-
get.

We are in the midst of preparing for
an impeachment trial of President
Donald Trump for any responsibility
that he bears for that day’s events.
Some have said we shouldn’t do that,
that we shouldn’t have an impeach-
ment trial.

The former U.N. Ambassador and
Governor of South Carolina, Nikki
Haley, said in an interview on FOX tel-
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evision it is time for America to get
over it—get over it. She is not the only
one who has expressed that point of
view.

I was in the airport in Chicago last
week in a waiting area to get on a
plane when someone seated nearby
said: Hey, Senator, get over it. Let this
President ride off into the sunset.
Those were his words: Get over it.

It is hard to get over it if you lived
it, and many of us in this Chamber did.

Last night, there was a vote as to
whether we should go forward with the
impeachment. All of the Democrats, 50,
voted in favor of having the trial, since
we received that Article from the
House. Five—five—Republicans joined
us. Forty-five Republicans voted to end
the impeachment proceeding, voting in
favor of the point of order that was
raised by the junior Senator from Ken-
tucky.

I don’t know what was going through
their minds when they joined that
point of order from the Senator from
Kentucky. I don’t know if it truly was
a constitutional issue they were think-
ing about, whether it was loyalty to
Donald Trump, or whether it was fear
of Trump’s followers in their home
States that led them to vote to end the
impeachment inquiry.

But we should move forward. We
should go forward, as Lincoln reminded
us, because we cannot escape history,
and we certainly shouldn’t be party to
rewriting history.

When almost 50 percent of Trump
loyalists refuse to believe that the
events 3 weeks ago in this Capitol oc-
curred or, if they occurred, that they
had anything to do with President
Trump, we need to make a record, a
record of fact, not just for our current
deliberations but for history.

How can anyone who was in this
Chamber on January 6 really argue
that nothing critical and important
and horrific occurred?

Do you remember at 2:15, when the
Secret Service went up and grabbed the
Vice President by his arms and pulled
him down, out that door, so they could
take him to a secure place? We were
stunned by that. I was.

They told us to sit here. And do you
know what I saw next? Two men, plain-
clothes security people—I don’t know
what Agency they were working for—
came right down here, right down in
the middle of this well. Why do I re-
member that they were there? Because
one of them had an automatic weapon
around his neck, in the Senate Cham-
ber.

Then we were told by a Capitol po-
liceman who stood in front of us: Sit
down. Stay in your seats. We are bring-
ing in your staff and locking the doors.
This will be a secure room. Then they
closed the doors off to the public, and
we sat here for a few minutes.

And then the same policeman said:
Leave. Evacuate quickly, out the
doors. The crowd, the mob, was advanc-
ing and getting closer to the Senate
Chamber.
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